GAP iNTERDISCIPLINARITIES
000

{
= = A Global Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies
RN (ISSN - 2581-5628)
GRAND ACADEMIC PORTAL Impact Factor: SJIF - 5.363, IIFS - 4.875
RESEARCH JOURNALS Globally peer-reviewed and open access journal.

ACCELERATING DIGITALIZATION FOR DISABILITY
JUSTICE: ADDRESSING ACCESSIBILITY CHALLANGES IN
THE MODERN ERA

Parekh Riddhi Kanubhail, Dr.Mayuri Pandya?

Email- prof.riddhiparekh@gmail.com
Research Scholar, School of Law, Gujarat University, Ahmedabad.
Email- mayurihimanshu@gmail.com
Dean, Faculty of Law, GLS University, Ahmedabad.

Abstract

In the contemporary landscape of digitalization, marked by rapid technological advancements and a burgeoning
reliance on digital platforms, it is imperative that the rights and needs of persons with disabilities in India are not
merely acknowledged but also prioritized through a swift and inclusive approach. The integration of digital
technologies into various sectors presents both opportunities and challenges; however, for individuals with
disabilities, the potential for empowerment through accessible digital tools and services remains significantly
untapped. The imperative emerges for policymakers, technologists, and civil society to collaborate in fostering an
environment that not only embraces the digital revolution but also actively mitigates the systemic barriers faced
by disabled individuals. To achieve justice for persons with disabilities, comprehensive strategies must be
developed that ensure equitable access to digital resources, promote the design of inclusive technologies, and
facilitate the active participation of disabled persons in the digital economy. This entails not only the adaptation of
existing policies to embrace digital inclusion but also the establishment of rigorous standards that mandate
accessibility in all digital initiatives, thereby transforming the digital landscape into one that champions the
dignity, autonomy, and rights of every individual, irrespective of their physical or cognitive limitations. Such a
multifaceted and expeditious approach is essential to guarantee that the progress heralded by the digital age
serves as a catalyst for genuine justice and equality for persons with disabilities in India, ensuring that they are
not left behind in this era of transformation.
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INTRODUCTION

The rapid digitalization of our world has brought about both opportunities and challenges for individuals with
disabilities. While the increased availability and use of digital technologies have the potential to enhance
accessibility and inclusion, significant barriers remain that prevent many from fully participating in the digital
landscape. As universities and other institutions have shifted towards remote and online modes of operation
during the COVID-19 pandemic, the issue of digital accessibility has become even more pressing, threatening to
further marginalize individuals with disabilities unless urgent action is taken.!

OBJECTIVE OF RESEARCH

This research paper aims to examine the current state of digital accessibility in higher education, exploring the
key challenges and potential solutions to ensure that the benefits of the digital era are equitably accessible to
all. In today’s rapidly digitalizing world, the promise of technology to bridge gaps and enhance inclusion is
profound. However, for individuals with disabilities, digital transformation often unveils unique challenges that
can perpetuate inequities. Addressing these barriers is not only a matter of ethical responsibility but also a
pivotal step toward achieving disability justice.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The literature on the topic of digital accessibility in higher education highlights several key challenges and
barriers. Researchers have identified the digital divide as a significant issue, where people with disabilities
have less access to the internet and technology than their non-disabled peers. This lack of access can prevent

1 Lazar, J. Managing digital accessibility at universities during the COVID-19 pandemic. Univ Access Inf Soc 21, 749-765 (2022).
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10209-021-00792-5
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individuals with disabilities from fully engaging in online learning and other digital aspects of the university
experience.

Additionally, the literature suggests that online learning environments are often not designed with accessibility
in mind. Inaccessibility is not limited to online classes, as it has been found that other aspects of university
settings, such as administrative websites and digital resources, also do not meet the needs of students with
disabilities.?

The literature also suggests that a lack of training and legal enforcement, as well as a failure to address
accessibility during the design and development of digital systems, contribute to the ongoing accessibility
challenges in everywhere institutes and digital courts.

RESEARCH GAP

Research within this domain frequently neglects the requirements and lived experiences of individuals with
disabilities, underscoring a significant deficiency that necessitates rectification to guarantee equitable access to
digital resources and technologies. This oversight not only perpetuates prevailing obstacles but also obstructs
the advancement of inclusive solutions that could enable individuals with disabilities to engage fully in the
digital realm. To address this deficiency, it is imperative to directly involve disabled communities, integrating
their perspectives and critiques into the design and execution of digital tools and platforms. By cultivating
collaboration between technologists and disability advocates, it becomes possible to devise innovative
solutions that prioritize accessibility from the inception, ensuring that digitalization acts as a facilitator of
inclusion rather than a hindrance. This cooperative strategy not only improves the usability of digital resources
but also fosters a culture of empathy and understanding, thereby laying the groundwork for broader societal
transformation in the way we perceive and support individuals with disabilities.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

To address the research gap, a mixed-methods approach has utilized, combining a systematic review of the
existing literature with an analysis of empirical research papers. Articles must be published reports, reviewed
documents, or original work. The paper which was extracted was from all countries of the world. It is explore
in the method of digital research and literature reviews on books.

Awareness and Adoption of Digital Accessibility Standards: -

One of the primary barriers to improving digital accessibility lies in the lack of awareness and adoption of
established standards and best practices. Many organizations, including universities, lack a comprehensive
understanding of the fundamentals of digital accessibility, such as the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines and
the Accessible Digital Office Document standards.® This gap in knowledge often leads to the creation of
inaccessible digital content and platforms, which can effectively exclude individuals with disabilities from
participating in the digital aspects of their education or work.

Digital accessibility standards play a crucial role in ensuring that digital platforms, tools, and content are
accessible and usable for all individuals, including those with disabilities. Below is a concise summary of the
current trends in awareness and adoption:

Awareness

Increased Recognition: The recognition of digital accessibility standards, such as the Web Content Accessibility
Guidelines (WCAG), has intensified due to advocacy efforts from various organizations and the influence of
regulatory frameworks.

Global Initiatives: Governments and non-governmental organizations are actively championing inclusivity,
emphasizing the significance of accessible digital practices across workplaces, educational institutions, and
public services.

Educational Opportunities: The availability of workshops, online training, and certification programs is on the
rise, providing professionals with the necessary skills to implement accessibility measures effectively.

2 P. Acosta-Vargas, S. Lujan-Mora and L. Salvador-Ullauri, "Evaluation of the web accessibility of higher-education websites,” 2016
15th International Conference on Information Technology Based Higher Education and Training (ITHET), Istanbul, Turkey, 2016,
pp. 1-6

3 AlMeraj, Z., Alhuwail, D., Qadri, R. et al. Understanding mindsets, skills, current practices, and barriers of adoption of digital
accessibility in  Kuwait's  software development landscape. Univ  Access Inf Soc23, 1427-1446 (2024).
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10209-023-00980-5
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Adoption

Regulatory Compliance: Numerous organizations are embracing accessibility standards to fulfil legal
obligations, such as the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in the United States and the European
Accessibility Act (EAA) in Europe.

Corporate Accountability: Businesses are incorporating accessibility into their corporate social responsibility
(CSR) strategies to improve their brand reputation and engage a broader audience.

Technological Advancements: Innovations in automated testing and accessibility tools facilitate the creation of
inclusive digital experiences.

Implications of disability justice on policy-making and social change initiatives: -

The implications of disability justice on policy-making and social change initiatives are profound, as they
advocate for the inclusion and empowerment of disabled individuals in all aspects of societal development. By
recognizing the unique challenges faced by disabled people, policies can be designed to promote equity and
justice, ensuring that their voices are heard and their needs are met. This approach not only enhances the
effectiveness of social change initiatives but also fosters a more inclusive society.

Integration of Disability Justice in Policy-Making

. Human Rights Framework: The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities emphasizes
the need for laws and policies that promote the full participation of disabled individuals in society.*

. Disaster Preparedness: Policies must incorporate the perspectives of disabled individuals, particularly
in climate-related disaster planning, to address their specific vulnerabilities.®

. Intersectionality: Understanding disability through an intersectional lens allows for the recognition of
how race, gender, and socio-economic status compound the experiences of disabled individuals, informing
more nuanced policy responses.®

Empowerment and Advocacy

o Community-Led Initiatives: Disabled individuals should lead advocacy efforts, ensuring that their lived
experiences shape policy development.”
o Capability Focus: Policies should prioritize enabling individuals to exercise control over their lives,

rather than merely addressing their disabilities.®

While the integration of disability justice into policy-making is essential for fostering social change, it is also
crucial to recognize that systemic barriers and societal attitudes can hinder progress. Addressing these
challenges requires ongoing advocacy and commitment to inclusivity across all sectors.

Role of technology play in promoting disability justice and reducing barriers to inclusion in the digital
age: -

Technology plays a pivotal role in promoting disability justice and reducing barriers to inclusion in the digital
age by enhancing accessibility, fostering participation, and creating supportive environments. The integration
of innovative digital solutions can empower individuals with disabilities, ensuring they have equitable access to
resources and opportunities. Below are key aspects of how technology contributes to this goal.

Enhancing Accessibility

. Innovative Tools: Technologies such as Al and IoT can bridge the digital divide, providing tailored
solutions for individuals with disabilities.’
. Digital Portals: Specialized digital platforms can improve interactions between disabled individuals

and law enforcement, ensuring access to justice.!?

4 Sophie, Mitra,, Qin, Gao. (2023). 3. Disability and social policy: Global evidence and perspectives. Global Social Policy, doi:
10.1177/14680181221146030

5 Alina, Engelman., Leyla, Craig., Alastair, Iles. (2022). 1. Global Disability Justice In Climate Disasters: Mobilizing People With
Disabilities As Change Agents.. Health Affairs, doi: 10.1377 /hlthaff.2022.00474

6 Anastasia, Liasidou. (2013). 5. Intersectional understandings of disability and implications for a social justice reform agenda in
education policy and practice. Disability & Society, doi: 10.1080/09687599.2012.710012

7 Alina, Engelman., Leyla, Craig., Alastair, Iles. (2022). 1. Global Disability Justice In Climate Disasters: Mobilizing People With
Disabilities As Change Agents.. Health Affairs, doi: 10.1377/hlthaff.2022.00474

8 Kate, Ching-Ching, Chan. (2023). 2. Disability Through the Lens of Justice. d0i:10.1093/0s0/9780198875611.001.0001

9 Madhavi, Sripathi, T., S., Leelavati.,, Ramarao, Mopidevi., Susmitha, Kunchaparthi. (2024). Innovations in Closing the Digital Gap.
Advances in computer and electrical engineering book series, 336-357.

doi: 10.4018/979-8-3693-4111-7.ch014

10 (2022). The Use of Inclusive Digital Technologies. 141-150. doi: 10.1201/9781003215998-12
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Fostering Participation

. Co-Design Approaches: Engaging disabled individuals in the design process of digital tools can lead to
more inclusive outcomes, although challenges remain in institutional support.!!
o Social Connectivity: Digital technologies facilitate social interactions for people with intellectual and

developmental disabilities, promoting their well-being and inclusion.!?

Creating Supportive Environments

o Community Networks: Building support systems involving families, schools, and communities can
enhance digital literacy and inclusion for individuals with disabilities.!3
o Organizational Commitment: Organizations must prioritize diversity and inclusion through technology

to ensure equitable access for all.1#

While technology offers significant potential for promoting disability justice, it is essential to recognize that
barriers still exist, particularly in the implementation of inclusive practices and the need for ongoing advocacy
to ensure that technological advancements benefit all individuals equitably.

CONCLUSION

The journey towards achieving disability justice through digitalization requires ongoing commitment,
collaboration, and innovation to ensure that all individuals can fully participate in an increasingly
interconnected world. This commitment must extend beyond mere compliance with accessibility standards,
fostering a culture of inclusivity that empowers individuals with disabilities to thrive in all aspects of life. By
prioritizing user-cantered design and actively involving people with disabilities in the development process, we
can create digital environments that not only meet their needs but also celebrate their contributions to society.
As we move forward, it is essential to continuously evaluate and adapt our strategies, ensuring that technology
evolves in tandem with the diverse needs of the disability community, ultimately paving the way for a more
equitable future. This approach will not only enhance the user experience for individuals with disabilities but
also drive innovation and creativity within organizations, as diverse perspectives lead to more robust
solutions. By fostering an inclusive culture that values accessibility, we can unlock the full potential of
technology to empower all users and create a more just society.
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